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The sulphur dyes which arc once oxidized by the air are
insoluble and lose their power of dissolving again in sodium
sulphide solutions. Indeed the character of the dye is wholly
changed.

VidaPs Black. In 1893 Vidal made an important advance
in the manufacture of sulphur dyes when he fused the poly-
atomic phenols and quinones with sodium sulphide. Later
he employed p-phenylenediamine and p-aminophenol. The
last-named substance yielded the valuable Vidal black when
it was fused with sodium polysulphide, or its equivalent,
sulphur and sodium sulphide. This has found extensive
employment.

Vidal believed his black dye to have the following constitu-
tion:
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arid his belief was based upon the fact that Bernthseri's dioxy-
thiodiphcnylamine was found to be an intermediate product
if only a lower temperature was employed for the fusion.
Its formula is:
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Dioxythiodiphenylamine
Immedial Black V. (1897). Further advance was made by
firm of Casella & Co. in Frankfort, which introduced of many the
sulphur dyes under the name of "immedial dyes." Their
imrnedial black V resulted from the fusion of p-oxy-o-<p-
nitrodiphenylamine with sodium sulphide and sulphur. This
substance was prepared by the action of dicMomitrobenzene